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Board of Supervisors Minutes 

 April 6, 2026 

 

The Tama County Board of Supervisors met at 8:30 a.m. April 6, 2026.  Present: 1st District 

Supervisor, Curt Hilmer; 2nd District Supervisor, David Turner; 3rd District Supervisor, Heather 

Knebel; 4th District Supervisor, Mark Doland and 5th District Supervisor, Curt Kupka.  Also, Tama 

County Auditor, Karen Rohrs, and members of the public. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

Motion by Turner, seconded by Kupka to approve the agenda. Discussion: None.  All voted aye.  

Motion carried.   

 

Public Comments: There were no comments made from the public.  Public comment time closed at 

8:31 am. 

 

Motion by Knebel, seconded by Hilmer to approve the minutes of the March 30th regular meeting 

and work session.  Discussion: None.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Kupka gave a roads project report.  Knebel informed the Board that Highway 63 north to 

the Highway 96 intersection is scheduled to be closed starting April 20th. 

 

Motion by Knebel, seconded by Kupka to approve the annual liquor license for Backyard Vines 

located near Traer.  Discussion: None.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Turner informed the Board of IT services Ninjaone can provide to the county.  The 

county has been testing their services.  The contract he is looking to sign is a two-year contract at a 

cost of $5,338.20 per year with the first six months free.  Turner has submitted the contract to the 

county attorney to review.  Motion by Turner, seconded by Kupka to approve signing an IT contract 

with Ninjaone upon approval of the contract by the county attorney.  Discussion: None.  All voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 

 

The Board has received the Fiscal Year 2025 Tama County Audit from Eide Bailly and has 

reviewed it.  A copy of the audit report is available in the County Auditor’s Office, in the Office of 

Auditor of State, and on the Auditor of State’s web site.   Motion by Hilmer, seconded by Turner to 

accept the Fiscal Year 2025 Tama County Audit.  Discussion: Knebel stated she had reached out to 

the auditors looking for a high level report.  The most common finding is an overlap of duties in 

offices due to limited staffing.  Turner stated he wants the county to be fiscally responsible and likes 

the county being debt free.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.   

 

Short-Term and Long-Term Disability coverage had been discussed at a meeting in March.  Due to 

Sheriff and 911 Union contracts not being signed until April 2nd coverage will not begin for them 

until July 1, 2026.  Coverage for Non-Union employees began April 1st.  Motion by Turner, 

seconded by Knebel to approve Plan 4 Short-Term and Long-Term Disability coverage for Non-

Union beginning April 1st and Sheriff Union and 911 Union beginning July 1st.  Discussion: None. 

All voted aye.  Motion carried. 



 

The Board held discussion with the Sheriff regarding mental health physicals for his department and 

911 dispatchers.  Motion by Turner, seconded by Hilmer to approve mental health physicals for 

fulltime sheriff deputies, jailers, and dispatchers to be paid from the health plan account.  If there is 

need of a referral or follow up, that will go through the employee’s health insurance or the county’s 

EAP.  Discussion:  The annual cost to the health account is estimated to be $5,000.00.  All voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 

 

A work session had been held last Monday with the Tama County Public Health Director and 

members of the Tama County Public Health Board to discuss the future of Tama County Home 

Health.  The Tama County Public Health Director along with members of the Tama County Public 

Health Board returned to submit a new proposal to the Board of Supervisors to try and retain home 

health services in the county.  The proposal was to decrease the budget by reducing wages and 

increase revenue by keeping Medicare certification.  Motion by Doland, seconded by Turner to 

approve the public health/home health budget presented today with the caveat that they look into a 

revolving loan or business line of credit.  Discussion: Knebel would like to see the home health 

portion of the public health budget be placed into its own department.  Hilmer, Knebel, Doland, and 

Turner voted aye.  Kupka voted nay.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Turner, seconded by Kupka to approve the claims for payment as presented in the 

amount of $105,449.37.  Discussion: None.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business: Supervisor Hilmer stated the 6th judicial is losing its director due to a promotion.  

Supervisor Doland stated Region 6 had met.  Supervisor Turner stated work is being done on the 

sheriff’s recording system and that the phone upgrade is close to being done. 

 

Public Comments: Public comments were heard from Karen Murty, Richard Arp, Jacob Reineke, 

and an online comment by C.C.  Public comment time closed at 10:00 am. 

 

Motion by Knebel, seconded by Turner to adjourn the meeting.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Chairman Doland adjourned the meeting at 10:00 am. 
These minutes are intended to provide a summary of the discussions and decisions made during the Board of 
Supervisor meeting. For the most accurate and comprehensive record, please refer to the audio recording of the 
meeting that can be provided upon request at the auditor’s office. 

 













































































Tama County Zoning Administrator / Weed Commissioner 

2026 Quarterly Report (January 1 – March 31) 

 

Zoning Certificate Applications Submitted – 8 

Zoning Certificate Applications Approved – 8 

 Dwellings- 4, Detached Garage-1, Storage Shed-1, Accessory Solar Roof Array-1, 

Grain Bin Array (Light Industrial District)-1 

Zoning Certificate Applications Denied – 0 

Communication Tower maintenance requests reviewed – 4 (no permits required) 

 

Zoning Commission meetings – 4  (1 meeting included a public hearing) 

Board of Adjustment hearings – 1 

CUP approvals – 1  (Manatt’s) 

Variance approvals – 0 

 

Weed Complaints – 0 

Weed Notification Letters- Certified Mail – 0 

 

Hours worked = 214.75 

$200 - Amount deposited for Board of Adjustment hearing requests/applications  

$765 - Amount deposited for Zoning Certificate Fees (some fees for this quarter’s approvals will be 
included on the next quarter’s summary due to payment dates). 

 

Attended 2026 Iowa Weed Commissioners’ Association Invasive Species Conference, Feb 18-20.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Laura Wilson 



RESOLUTION   4-13-2026A 
NOTICE TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS AND TENANTS: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Tama County, Iowa, that in accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 317 of the Code of Iowa, Chapter 58 of the Iowa Department of 

Agriculture and Land Stewardship and Land Stewardship Administrative Code, and amendments 

thereto; it is hereby ordered: 

 

That each owner and each person in the possession or control of lands in Tama County shall 

eradicate all Class A noxious weeds and control all Class B noxious weeds, at such time in 

each year and in such manner as shall prevent said weeds from blooming or coming to 

maturity. The owner and/or persons responsible for managing any lands shall keep said 

lands free from the growth of any other weeds that make the streets or highways adjoining 

said lands unsafe for public travel or may cause harm to agricultural land or natural areas. 

Control is defined as the prevention of the spread of noxious weeds by limiting the 

production of reproductive structures. 

  

That noxious weeds from the Iowa Code 317 that are present in Tama County shall be 

controlled or eradicated as is necessary throughout the growing season. Any landowner with 

property under CRP contract with the USDA is encouraged to consult with their local office 

and must abide by contract requirements. 

 

Class A Noxious Weeds for Eradication: Palmer Amaranth (Amaranthus palmeri) 

At all times: This Class A Noxious Weed must be eradicated. If it is found on land in Tama 

County, the owner or manager of said land is encouraged to cooperate with the United 

States Department of Agriculture. This also may include the department’s farm service 

agency office for that county, the farm service agency’s state office, or any other office or 

official designated by the department. 

 

Class B Noxious Weeds for Control: Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense), Leafy Spurge 

(Euphorbia esula), Multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), European morning glory or field 

bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), Teasel (Dipsacus spp.) biennial, Bull Thistle (Cirsium 

vulgare), all other species of Thistles belonging in the genus Carduus. 

 

 

That in case of failure to comply in any order of control of weeds, the commissioner, the 

deputies, or agents may, subsequent to the time after service of the notice provided for in 

Section 317.6, enter upon the land and control the weeds or impose a maximum penalty of 

$10 per day, up to ten days, that the owner or person responsible for managing the land fails 

to comply.  If a penalty is imposed and the owner or person responsible for managing the 

land fails to comply, the commissioner shall cause the weeds to be controlled.  If the 

commissioner, the deputies, or the agents enter the land and control the weeds, the actual 

cost and expense of controlling the weeds, along with the cost of serving notice and special 

meetings or proceedings, shall be paid by the county and together with the additional 

assessment to apply toward costs of supervision and administration, be recovered by an 

assessment against the tract of real estate on which the weeds were growing as provided in 

Section 317.21.  Any fine imposed shall be recovered by a similar assessment. 
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Certification 
 

I hereby certify, as a Professional Engineer in the state of Iowa, that the information in this 
document was assembled under my direct personal charge. This report is not intended or 
represented to be suitable for reuse by Salt Creek Wind or others without specific verification 
or adaptation by the Engineer. 

 
 

 
This item has been digitally signed and sealed by  
Jeffery L. Pope, PE on March 24, 2026. 
 
Printed copies of this document are not considered 
signed and sealed and the SHA authentication code  
must be verified on any electronic copies. 

 



 

 

Disclaimer 

1898 & Co. does not provide legal, accounting, or tax advice. The reader is responsible for obtaining 

independent advice concerning such matters and that advice should be considered by the reader as it may 

affect decisions informed by the content, opinions, advice, or guidance given by 1898 & Co. 

The information, analysis, and opinions contained in this material are based on (i) publicly-available sources 

and secondary market research, or (ii) unverified financial, operational, or other information provided by or 

through 1898 & Co. clients whom have represented to 1898 & Co. that they have received appropriate 

permissions to provide to 1898 & Co. and, as directed by such clients, that 1898 & Co. is to rely on such 

client-provided information as current, accurate, and complete. 1898 & Co. has not conducted complete or 

exhaustive research or independently verified any such information utilized herein, and makes no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, that such information is current, accurate, or complete. 

Projected data and conclusions contained herein are based (unless sourced otherwise) on the information 

described above and are the opinions of 1898 & Co. which should not be construed as definitive forecasts 

and are not guaranteed. Current and future conditions may vary greatly from those utilized or assumed by 

1898 & Co. 

Opinions, estimates, schedules, projections, and forecasts (“Opinions”) prepared by 1898 & Co. relating to 

loads, interest rates and other financial analysis parameters, construction costs and schedules, operation 

and maintenance costs, equipment characteristics and performance, and operating results are opinions 

based on 1898 & Co.'s experience, qualifications, and judgment. Since 1898 & Co. has no control over 

weather; cost and availability of labor, material, equipment, fuel, or other utilities; labor productivity; 

energy or commodity pricing; demand or usage; population demographics; changes in technology; 

construction contractors’ procedures and methods; unavoidable delays; construction contractors' methods of 

determining prices; economic conditions; market conditions; competitive bidding; government regulations 

and laws (including the interpretation thereof); and other economic or political factors affecting such 

Opinions, 1898 & Co. does not guarantee that actual rates, costs, quantities, performance, schedules, and 

related items will not vary significantly from the Opinions prepared by 1898 & Co. 

1898 & Co. has no obligation and has made no undertaking to update these materials after the date hereof, 

notwithstanding that such information may become outdated or inaccurate. These materials serve only as 

the focus for consideration or discussion; they are incomplete without the accompanying oral commentary or 

explanation and may not be relied on as a stand-alone document. 

1898 & Co.’s services, including the preparation of this document, were performed solely for the benefit of 

the client named herein and not for the benefit of any other entity. Unless and only if expressly agreed to 

otherwise in writing, 1898 & Co. has not permitted any other party to use, view, or rely on this document 

and, to the fullest extent permitted by law, 1898 & Co. shall have no liability whatsoever to any other party 

with regard to this document, including but not limited to, the accuracy or completeness thereof. 

These materials are deemed to be confidential information and subject to the terms of any confidentiality 

agreement or obligations that may exist and govern the services or materials. Any entity in possession of, or 

that reads or otherwise utilizes information herein, shall hold and protect its contents, information, 

forecasts, and opinions contained herein in confidence and not use or share with others without prior 

written authorization by 1898 & Co. 
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1.0 Project Overview 
1.1 Project Summary 
1898 & Co., a part of Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc (hereinafter called “1898 & Co.”), was 

retained by Salt Creek Wind, LLC (“Salt Creek”) to conduct a decommissioning cost evaluation for the Salt 

Creek Wind Project (the “Project”). The objective of the Study was to review the Project and to provide an 

estimate regarding the decommissioning cost and plan for retiring the facility at the end of its useful life. 

The Project will be located in Tama County, Iowa, approximately 50 miles West-Northwest of the city of 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The Project includes 60 General Electric (“GE”) 2.82-127 wind turbine generators and 

has a total nominal capacity of approximately 170 MW. 

1.2 Applicable Regulations 
Decommissioning obligations are currently regulated in state and local law. Tama County Ordinance Article 

XIX Section 6.1(n) (“Ordinance”) requires “All C-WECs and accessory facilities shall be removed to four (4) 

feet below ground level within one hundred eighty (180) days of the discontinuation of use. Additionally, 

decommissioning obligations under the lease agreement, section 14.6 include “Company shall remove all 

Wind Power Facilities, including foundations, to a depth of forty-eight (48) inches below grade and replace 

all removed topsoil”. 

As such, this report assumes that (i) all above-grade structures associated with the Project will be removed 

and (ii) all Project equipment, structures, and supporting facilities 4 feet below grade will be removed in 

accordance with the Ordinance. 

1.3 Methodology 
When it is determined that the Project should be retired, the above-grade steel structures and turbine 

nacelles are assumed to have significant scrap value to a salvage contractor, offsetting a portion of the cost 

to remove these items. The Project will also incur costs for removal and disposal of the blades, foundations, 

and other Project facilities, as well as for the restoration of the site following the removal of salvageable 

equipment. 

The decommissioning cost estimates provided herein include the costs to return the site to a condition 

compatible with the surrounding land, similar to the conditions that existed before development of the 

Project. Included are the costs to retire the power generating equipment that is part of the Project as well 

as the costs to retire the Project’s balance-of-plant facilities. All equipment, structures, and supporting 

facilities are assumed to be removed to a depth of 4 feet below grade in accordance with the ordinance. 

1.4 Site Visit 
1898 & Co did not visit the Project Site as part of this Study. The contents of this evaluation are based 

exclusively upon desktop analysis by 1898 & Co. 
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1.5 Results 
The total estimated cost to decommission the Project at the end of its useful life, based on the assumptions 

noted herein, is presented in the table below. It is expressly noted that while costs are presented both in 

total and per turbine, a change in the quantity of turbines may not cause the total decommissioning cost to 

increase or decrease linearly by the per turbine cost due to non-scalable differences in balance-of-plant 

costs and other similar factors. 

Table 1-1: Decommissioning Cost Summary (2026$) 

Turbine Layout Gross Cost Scrap Cost Net Cost 
Net Cost per 

Turbine 

60 x GE 2.82-127 $ 11,268,400 ($ 7,641,000) $ 3,627,400 $ 60,457 
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2.0 Project Description 
The following sections provide an overview of the Project facilities. Unless otherwise stated, all above-grade 

and below-grade equipment and foundations will be removed to a depth of 4 feet below grade in accordance 

with the Ordinance as part of decommissioning. All salvageable materials will be loaded onto trucks and 

hauled to a scrap yard for recycling. All other materials will be loaded onto trucks and hauled to a landfill 

for disposal. Voids left from the removal of below-grade materials will be backfilled with surrounding soils 

and fine-graded to provide suitable drainage. 

2.1 Wind Turbines 
Each GE 2.82-127 wind turbine includes an 89-meter conical tubular steel tower which supports the turbine 

nacelle mounted on top. The nacelle of each turbine includes three blades mounted to the nacelle rotor 

with a total rotor diameter of approximately 127 meters. The weights and dimensions of the wind turbines 

were provided by the Developer in the form of manufacturer specifications.  

2.2 Wind Turbine Foundations 
Each wind turbine tower is supported by a concrete foundation. The foundation design drawings provided by  

Salt Creek included the foundation bottom diameter, foundation depth, and total concrete volume. The 

circular concrete pedestal is estimated to be 18 feet in diameter with a depth below grade of 6 feet. The 

pedestal is estimated to be supported by an octagonal base which is estimated to have a lower diameter of 

54 feet.  

When it is determined that the Project should be retired, the concrete pedestal is to be removed down to 4 

feet below-grade. The area will then be backfilled as part of the decommissioning, and the remaining 

foundation will be abandoned in place. 

2.3 Access Roads 
Each wind turbine has an access road to support construction and allow for vehicle access to facilitate 

inspections and maintenance of the turbines and associated equipment during operation. According to design 

drawings provided by Salt Creek, access roads are surfaced with approximately 12 inches of crushed rock 

with a final width of approximately 15 feet. Approximately 17 miles of access roads were estimated to be 

removed, decompacted, and seeded as part of this Study. 

When it is determined that the Project should be retired, all crushed rock surfacing will be removed from 

the Project’s access roads and beauty rings. The removed crushed rock will be loaded into dump trucks and 

hauled offsite. Crushed rock can be recycled and reused and typically has a salvage value as a commodity 

equal to or greater than the cost to haul to an end user. However, for the purpose of this Study, the cost to 

remove the crushed rock, load it into dump trucks, and haul it offsite was assumed to be at the expense of 

the Project. 

Areas where crushed rock surfacing has been removed will be fine graded to provide suitable drainage. In 

right-of-way and non-agricultural areas, the ground will be seeded to prevent erosion. 

2.4 Collection System 
Each wind turbine generates three-phase electrical power that is transformed to 34.5 kilovolts (“kV”) via a 

pad-mounted transformer located at the base of each wind turbine. Power from each transformer is 
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delivered through one of the Project’s underground power collection circuits to the on-site collector 

substation. 

According to the design drawings provided by Salt Creek, all cables will be buried above the  minimum 

removal depth of 4 feet below grade. At this depth, all cables (including both power and communication 

cabling) are assumed to be removed  after the Project is decommissioned as they are within the depth 

requirement set forth in the Ordinance. As such, the  costs incurred in the Study from the collection system 

will be the removal of the collection cables, disposal of the above-grade junction boxes and pad-mounted 

transformers.   

2.5 Project Substation 
Power from each wind turbine is delivered via underground power collection circuits to an on-site collector 

substation, where it is transformed to 161-kV via 2 main power transformers. The transformers are protected 

on the line side by a 161-kV breaker; no Project-side breaker was installed, as is typical of most utility-scale 

wind farms. The substation also consists of other typical equipment, including disconnect switches, lightning 

masts, a control building, and other ancillary equipment. 

All above-grade equipment within the perimeter fence of the substation will be removed as part of 

decommissioning, including transformers, breakers, buildings, crushed rock surfacing, and fencing. All 

salvageable materials will be loaded onto trucks and hauled to a scrap yard for recycling. All other materials 

will be loaded onto trucks and hauled to a local landfill for disposal. 

All below-grade equipment and foundations associated with the substation will be removed to a depth of 4 

feet below grade in accordance with the Ordinance. Voids left from the removal of the below-grade 

foundations will be backfilled with surrounding soils and fine graded to provide suitable drainage. 

2.6 Meteorological Equipment 
Wind data is measured on-site using two meteorological towers. Each tower was assumed to be a permanent, 

free-standing, 200-foot-tall lattice-type tower on a concrete foundation. 

When it is determined that the Project should be retired, all above-grade and below-grade equipment 

foundations associated with the towers will be removed as part of decommissioning to a depth of 4 feet 

below grade in accordance with the ordinance, including the tower structure, crushed rock surfacing, and 

fencing. 
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3.0 Decommissioning 
3.1 Decommissioning Plan 
When it is determined that the Project should be retired, the Project equipment will be removed as noted 

herein. It is assumed that the Project will incur costs for removal and disposal of the wind turbines, wind 

turbine foundations, and other Project facilities, as well as for the restoration of the site following the 

removal of equipment. However, the above-grade steel, aluminum, and copper equipment is expected to 

have significant scrap value to a salvage contractor that will offset some decommissioning costs. All 

salvageable materials will be recycled to the extent possible, while all other non-recyclable waste materials 

will be disposed of in accordance with state and federal law. 

The wind turbine blades will be removed from the nacelle using a crane, cut into manageably-sized sections, 

loaded onto a trailer, and hauled to a local landfill for disposal. The wind turbine blades are constructed 

from a composite material that is assumed to have no salvage value at the time of decommissioning. The 

turbine nacelles will be removed from the towers with a crane and loaded onto a trailer. The towers will be 

disassembled and loaded onto a trailer as well. The nacelle and towers typically will then be hauled off to a 

scrap yard for recycling. The cost estimate presented in this report includes the cost to haul the towers and 

nacelles to the scrap yard.  

All concrete wind turbine foundations will be removed to a depth of 4 feet below grade in accordance with 

the ordinance; the portions of the foundation that are greater than 4 feet below grade will be abandoned in 

place. The recovered concrete will be demolished, loaded into a dump truck, and hauled to a local landfill 

for disposal. Voids left from the removal of the concrete footings will be backfilled with surrounding subsoil 

and topsoil and fine graded to provide suitable drainage. 

The Project substation, and meteorological towers will be removed from the site, including all above-grade 

equipment (e.g., transformers, breakers, busbars, tower structure), buildings, crushed rock surfacing, and 

fencing. The equipment and steel towers will be hauled off to a scrap yard for recycling. The cost estimate 

presented in this report includes the cost to haul the equipment and towers to the scrap yard. The crushed 

rock surfacing around the substation will be loaded into dump trucks and hauled offsite. The areas where 

crushed rock surfacing has been removed will be seeded and fine graded to provide suitable drainage and 

prevent erosion. 

All crushed rock surfacing will be removed from the Project’s access roads. Areas where crushed rock 

surfacing has been removed will be fine graded to provide suitable drainage. In right-of-way and non-

agricultural areas, the ground will be seeded to prevent erosion. The removed crushed rock will be loaded 

into dump trucks and hauled offsite. Crushed rock can be recycled and reused and typically has a salvage 

value as a commodity equal to or greater than the cost to haul to an end user. However, for the purpose of 

this Study, the cost to remove the crushed rock, load it into dump trucks, and haul it offsite will be at the 

expense of the Project. 

Prior to commencing activities associated with foundation removal, crushed rock surfacing removal, or any 

other earthwork, an approved erosion control plan will need to be developed by the demolition contractor. 

Best management practices (“BMPs”) applicable at the time that decommissioning activities occur will need 

to be implemented by the contractor for control of storm water runoff. Since decommissioning activities are 

not anticipated to occur for 20 years or more, BMPs may differ from current standards. However, if 
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decommissioning takes place in the near future, Burns & McDonnell would anticipate BMPs such as silt 

fencing and proper compaction, seeding, and mulching practices to be implemented. BMPs will need to be 

reviewed by the contractor prior to commencing decommissioning activities to determine appropriate BMPs 

at that time. To the extent necessary, permits relating to decommissioning activities will need to be 

obtained. The costs included in this Study are expected to be sufficient for a demolition contractor to 

develop suitable plans for the control of surface water drainage and water accumulation and, where 

appropriate, for backfilling, soil stabilization, compacting, and grading prior to commencing demolition 

activities.  

All disturbed areas at the site will be returned to as close to pre-development conditions as possible. This 

will allow all land disturbed by the construction of the Project to be returned to its pre-development use at 

the end of the useful life of the Project. The cost estimates provided in the following section include 

activities and costs to return the land to a condition suitable for agricultural use subsequent to 

decommissioning of the Project.  

The activities associated with the decommissioning plan described above are anticipated to be completed 

within a 6-month timeframe, according to the following estimated schedule: 

 Decommissioning Planning & Permitting:  2 months 

 Demolition:     3 months 

 Site Restoration:     1 month  

Additional time may be required for post-decommissioning activities, including monitoring of new 

vegetation. However, this timetable and the cost estimates below should provide sufficient time and budget 

to comply with any applicable health and safety regulations. 

3.2 Decommissioning Costs 
The total cost to decommission the Project at the end of its useful life, based on the assumptions noted 

herein including the original construction methods of the Project, is presented below; a detailed breakdown 

of these costs is included in Appendix B. It is expressly noted that while costs are presented both in total and 

per turbine, a change in the quantity of turbines may not cause the total decommissioning cost to increase 

or decrease linearly by the per turbine cost, due to non-scalable differences in balance-of-plant costs and 

other similar factors. 

Table 3-1: Decommissioning Cost Summary (2026$) 

Turbine Layout Gross Cost Scrap Cost Net Cost Net Cost per 
Turbine 

60 x GE 2.82-127 $ 11,268,400 ($ 7,641,000) $ 3,627,400 $ 60,457 
 

3.3 Decommissioning Assumptions 
In addition to other assumptions noted herein, the following general assumptions were utilized for the 

study’s decommissioning cost estimates. 

1. All costs are presented in current (2026) dollars using the site cost index of 97% for Waterloo, IA. 
2. The decommissioning estimate is based on details and equipment defined through conversations 

with and documentation provided by Salt Creek. 
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3. An approved disposal facility will be used for the disposal of debris from decommissioning 
activities. For purposes of this Study disposal costs are based on the Tama County Landfill being 
used for disposal of demolition waste. The hauling distance to this landfill is approximately 9.3 
miles from the Project site, and the cost for disposal of debris and concrete is $55 per ton.  

4. Where applicable, scrap values are based upon an average of monthly American Metal Market prices 
for February 2025 through January 2026 (i.e., one calendar year). These values include the cost to 
haul the scrap via truck and/or rail to the major market which provides the best price. Based on 
hauling and rail prices, the best market at the time of this Study is Chicago, IL. Prices used include: 
a. Steel scrap value is $251.38 per net ton. 
b. Copper scrap value is $3.35 per pound. 
c. Aluminum scrap value is $0.53 per pound. 

5. Fluids located within the turbine nacelle, including oils, fuels, solvents and process chemicals, 
were assumed to be drained and disposed of offsite as part of the decommissioning. 

6. It was assumed that all containers and chemical storage tanks owned by the Project will be drained 
and the material disposed of prior to demolition; these costs are excluded from the estimate. 

7. All underground equipment will be removed to a depth of 4 feet below grade in accordance with 
the Ordinance. All non-hazardous structures or foundations greater than 4 feet below grade will 
remain and are excluded from the decommissioning estimate. 

8. Access roads, parking areas, storage yards, crane pads, and all other areas constructed from 
asphalt, concrete, gravel, or compactable fill will be removed, recycled, and reclaimed. 

9. Crushed rock from roads, balance-of-plant areas, and turbine foundation areas was assumed to 
have value as a commodity for reuse. The cost to remove the crushed rock, load it into dump 
trucks, and haul it offsite is assumed to be at the expense of the Project.  

10. It was assumed that all disturbed areas will be restored to original grade, reclaimed with native 
soils, seeded, and replanted with native vegetation consistent with the surrounding land use. 

11. Transformers will be removed and processed on-site. The cost to drain and dispose of transformer 
oil off-site is included in the decommissioning cost estimate. 

12. The Project laydown yard utilized during construction of the Project was assumed to have been 
previously reclaimed and restored; no further grading, seeding, or other restoration of the laydown 
yard is included in this estimate. 

13. Cost estimates include 10 percent indirects and 20 percent contingency. 
14. Market conditions may result in cost variations at the time of contract execution
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Salt Creek Wind Wind Project

Decommissioning Cost Evaluation

Wind Turbine Removal Cost

Removal 4,090,000$                                    

Hauling & Disposal 324,000$                                        

Total 4,414,000$                                    

Scrap Value (5,974,000)$                                   

Wind Turbine Foundation Removal Cost

Removal 336,000$                                        

Hauling & Disposal 310,000$                                        

Total 646,000$                                       

Collection System Removal Cost

Removal 773,000$                                        

Hauling & Disposal 86,000$                                          

Total 859,000$                                       

Scrap Value (1,367,000)$                                   

Substation Removal Cost

Removal 279,000$                                        

Hauling & Disposal 21,000$                                          

Total 300,000$                                       

Scrap Value (284,000)$                                      

Transmission Line Removal Cost

Equipment Removal 16,000$                                          

Hauling & Disposal 3,000$                                            

Total 19,000$                                          

Scrap Value (14,000)$                                        

Civil Works Removal Cost

Removal 1,104,000$                                    

Hauling & Disposal 904,000$                                        

Grading & Seeding Costs 327,000$                                        

Total 2,335,000$                                    

Met Tower Removal

Removal 24,000$                                          

Hauling & Disposal -$                                                

Total 24,000$                                          

Scrap Value (2,000)$                                           

Other Costs

Oils & Chemicals Removal & Disposal 71,000$                                          

Total 71,000$                                          

Total Estimated Cost 8,668,000$                                    

Owner Indirects (10%) 866,800$                                       

Contingency (20%) 1,733,600$                                    

Total Gross Cost 11,268,400$                                  

Total Scrap Value (7,641,000)$                                   

Total Net Cost 3,627,400$                                    

Table A-1:   Estimated Cost for Wind Turbine Decommissioning (2026$)
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